
 

 

 

Module 1: Overview 

 

For further information, contact:  

ROOT@rcslt.org  

mailto:ROOT@rcslt.org


BACKGROUND TO THE RCSLT 

ONLINE OUTCOME TOOL 
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Background 

 The RCSLT is working to support its members to 

improve the collection of outcomes data and to assist 

with demonstrating the impact of therapy for individuals 

with speech, language, communication and swallowing 

needs 

 Following a proof-of-concept pilot  involving speech and 

language therapy services from across the UK, the 

RCSLT is rolling out the use of the RCSLT Online 

Outcome Tool (ROOT) to the profession using a phased 

approach 

 The ROOT is one element of the RCSLT Outcomes 

Programme. For more information, please visit  

our webpages 
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https://www.rcslt.org/members/delivering-quality-services/outcome-measurement/outcome-measurement-guidance#section-4


 

RCSLT Online Outcome Tool 

 The ROOT has been developed to collect and collate 

outcomes data (Therapy Outcome Measures – TOMs) and 

generate aggregated data reports.  

 The ROOT aims to support speech and language therapy 

(SLT) services to collect outcomes data:  

 to demonstrate the impact of SLT through evidencing the 

impact of SLT interventions 

 to inform clinical decision making 

 to assist with service evaluation and quality assurances 

purposes 

 to demonstrate contribution of SLT services to  

national policy outcomes 

 to benchmark the effectiveness of their SLT service 
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RCSLT Online Outcome Tool 

 Collects pseudonymised data  

 TOMs data for individuals is recorded using a unique 

identifier (reference number) known only inside the 

organisation 

 Information collected about age, gender, condition 

 Data collected using two methods: 
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• Data is entered directly into the ROOT 

• See Module 2 for more information 
 

Direct data entry 

• Data collected in local electronic systems is 
exported and uploaded to the ROOT 

• See Module 3 for more information 
Data upload 



 

ROOT reports 

SLTs can generate reports for individual service users 

under their care, showing the outcomes for the individual 

over time in association with SLT interventions 
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Individual 

service 

user 



 

ROOT reports 

 The ROOT also aggregates data collected across an SLT 

service and generates reports on groups of service users for 

that service to view  

 Filters can be applied to the reports to enable the service to 

drill down to analyse the data at the required level for 

reporting purposes (e.g. age, condition, date range) 

 Reports are anonymised and do not contain any information 

for fewer than 6 service users 

 Benchmarking reports can be generated to enable the SLT 

service to compare their outcomes with that of  

the others involved in the pilot. Individuals services  

are not identifiable 

 See Module 4 for more information  
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Groups of 

service users 



NAVIGATING THE ROOT 
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The ROOT can be accessed from 

https://rcslt-root.org  

Log-in screen 

To log in to the ROOT, enter your system 

username and password 
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https://rcslt-root.org/
https://rcslt-root.org/
https://rcslt-root.org/


Leave Feedback about the functionality 

of the ROOT and make suggestions 

about how to improve the usability of the 

system and reports 

Home screen 
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Leave Feedback 

about the 

functionality of the 

ROOT and make 

suggestions about 

how to improve the 

usability of the 

system and reports 



My dashboard 
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The Dashboard shows: 

• Number of draft ratings 

• Number of open/incomplete episodes 

• A link to a list of your recent patients 



Resources 
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Click here to view: 

• Getting ready to use the ROOT 

• Training resources 

• FAQs 

• Useful information about TOMs 



Direct data entry 
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The following functions will be 

applicable those using ‘direct data 

entry’: 

• Patients 

• Reports 

See Module 2 for further information 



Data upload 
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The following functions will be 

applicable those using ‘data upload’: 

• Patients 

• Reports 

• Import data 

See Module 3 for further information 



NEXT STEPS 
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Next steps 

 If your service is using the ‘direct data entry’ of recording 

TOMs data in the ROOT, you should proceed to Module 2 

 

 If your service is using the ‘data upload’ method, proceed 

straight to Module 3 

 

 Contact ROOT@rcslt.org should you have any queries or 

questions. Alternatively, use the ‘Leave Feedback’ button on 

the ROOT 
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